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In spite of efforts to reduce the large inventories of frozen rish and
shellfish, which throughout the year heve been consistently hizher then in 1943,

holdings ol Tishery products in freezers reached the all-time rhign of 123,699,000
pounds on Septesiber 1, the U, S, Fish and Wildlife Service reportcd Sodsy.

117,805,000 pounds, the amount held on December 1, 1941, reseont holdings repre-
sent an incrense of nearly 14,000,000 vounds over August 1, and of more than

30,000,000 nounds over Septemoer 1, 1943, Records for the past five years show
that aversse holdings for September 1 are zbout 94,000,000 pounds,

Previously, the largest quantity of fish ever reported in storoge was
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The lorsest single item in the inventory of frozen fish on? shellfish is
halibut, with 17,636,000 pounds in storege. The average or nornl quantity of
. frozen holivut on hand at this season is about 13,700,000 pounds, rore halibut
has teen frouen this year, the Fich and Wildlife Service explained, vecause an
unusually leroe proportion of the catch was landed in Alasken morts on account
of the price cituation, Because halibut fishing began aboul o moith late this
vear, landin-gs will continue unusunlly late in the fall and the corry-over of
halibut shoc g

furing the winter is expected to be much greater than normel,
Wext to hnlibut are the holdings of mackerel, which now %otal 11,800,000

pounds, coimrred with an average of 7,400,000 at this season. “he September 1
figure for maclzerel is an increase of apout 800,000 pounis over the preceding

month, ©Cod nnd haddock fillets, on the other hand declined,

Holdinze of whiting increased by 3,000,000 pounds durinz Awust, normally
a month of corglderable activity in this fishery, Although stocizg of frozen
vhiting nov total 9,410,000 pounds, they are below the aversze for “his fish.
Among other scli water species, salmon holdings are up about ! =illion pounds,
compared with last month, a normal seasonal increase.

Among fresh water species, stocls of frozen lake herring crc cmroximately
six times ag larce as last year, althoush the opening of the n¢w berring season
is only a fow vecks distant, Whitefish, Llue pike, laze trout, ~nd most other
common lake rnd river species also show increases over last yoor, Compared with
August 1, hovover, the fresh water total has declined slightly—-11,707,000 pounds
as against 12,568,000,
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The Fish rnd Vildlife Service is cooperating with the fishins incdustry and
. with other Government agencies in an elfort to move stocks of fich nov in storage
into trade chonnels to make room for the heavy catches normally mode in the fall
months in certain areas, and to provide space for Army holdings of froren products,
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